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Licence conditions – general principles 

1.16 Conditions on a premises licence or club premises certificate are important in setting the 

parameters within which premises can lawfully operate. The use of wording such as 

“must”, “shall” and “will” is encouraged. Licence conditions: 

•  must be appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives; 

•  must be precise and enforceable; 

•  must be unambiguous and clear in what they intend to achieve; 

•  should not duplicate other statutory requirements or other duties or responsibilities 

placed on the employer by other legislation; 

•  must be tailored to the individual type, location and characteristics of the premises 

and events concerned; 

•  should not be standardised and may be unlawful when it cannot be demonstrated 

that they are appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives in an individual 

case; 

•  should not replicate offences set out in the 2003 Act or other legislation; 

•  should be proportionate, justifiable and be capable of being met; 

•  cannot seek to manage the behaviour of customers once they are beyond the direct 

management of the licence holder and their staff, but may impact on the behaviour of 

customers in the immediate vicinity of the premises or as they enter or leave; and 

•  should be written in a prescriptive format. 

Each application on its own merits 

1.17 Each application must be considered on its own merits and in accordance with the 

licensing authority’s statement of licensing policy; for example, if the application falls 

within the scope of a cumulative impact policy. Conditions attached to licences and 

certificates must be tailored to the individual type, location and characteristics of the 

premises and events concerned. This is essential to avoid the imposition of 

disproportionate and overly burdensome conditions on premises where there is no need 

for such conditions. Standardised conditions should be avoided and indeed may be 

unlawful where they cannot be shown to be appropriate for the promotion of the 

licensing objectives in an individual case. 

Additional guidance 

1.18 From time to time, the Home Office may issue additional supporting guidance to 

licensing authorities and other persons on the Gov.uk website. This supporting guidance 

is good practice guidance and should be viewed as indicative and subject to change. 

Such supporting guidance will broadly reflect but will not be part of the statutory 

guidance issued by the Secretary of State under section 182 of the 2003 Act. Licensing 

authorities may wish to refer to, but are under no statutory duty to have regard to such 

supporting guidance issued by the Home Office. 
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Other relevant legislation 

1.19 While licence conditions should not duplicate other statutory provisions, licensing 

authorities and licensees should be mindful of requirements and responsibilities placed 

on them by other legislation. Legislation which may be relevant includes: 

•  The Gambling Act 2005 

•  The Environmental Protection Act 1990 

•  The Noise Act 1996 

•  The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environmental Act 2005 

•  The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 

•  The Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 

•  The Equality Act 2010 

•  The Immigration Act 2016 

•  Regulators’ Code under the Legislative and Regulatory Reform Act 2006 

 

 


